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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this document 

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared in respect of an application 
for a Development Consent Order (‘the Application’) under section 37 of the Planning Act 
2008 (‘PA 2008’) for the proposed M54 to M6 Link Road (‘the Scheme’) made by Highways 
England Company Limited (‘Highways England’) to the Secretary of State for Transport 
(‘Secretary of State’). 

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information that is available elsewhere within the 
Application documents. All documents are available on the Planning Inspectorate website.   

1.1.3 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where agreement has 
been reached between the parties and where agreement has not (yet) been reached. SoCG 
are an established means in the planning process of allowing all parties to identify and focus 
on specific issues that may need to be addressed during the Examination.   

1.1.4 This SoCG has been drafted by Highways England based on correspondence with the 
National Trust during the development of the Scheme and records Highways England's 
current understanding of the matters agreed and not agreed.   

1.1.5 The first draft of this SoCG was provided to the National Trust on 23 October 2020.  On 02 
November 2020 the National Trust provided minor comments on the ‘Record of 
Engagement’ these have been incorporated in the SoCG. Further comments were received 
from the National Trust on 11 December 2020. A revised draft of this SoCG was sent to the 
National Trust on 21 December 2020, with comments received from the National Trust on 7 
January 2021.  These comments have been incorporated in the SoCG and all issues are 
now ‘Agreed’.  

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground 

1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by Highways England as the Applicant and The National 
Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty (‘the National Trust’). 

1.2.2 Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company on 1 April 
2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic road network and has the 
necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain and enhance the network. 
Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. The legislation establishing 
Highways England made provision for all legal rights and obligations of the Highways 
Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be conferred upon or assumed by 
Highways England. 

1.2.3 The National Trust was founded in January 1895. It is a conservation charity which cares 
for historic properties and areas of historic landscape. Its governance arrangements are 
underpinned by Acts of Parliament. The first National Trust Act was passed by Parliament 
in 1907. A number of successive Acts have since been introduced to update and, where 
necessary, revise their constitution. They have been consulted as an interested party.   

1.3 Terminology 

1.3.1 In the tables in the Issues chapter of this SoCG, ‘Not Agreed’ indicates a final position, and 
‘Under discussion’ where these points will be the subject of ongoing discussion wherever 
possible to resolve, or refine, the extent of disagreement between the parties. ‘Agreed’ 
indicates where the issue has been resolved. 
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1.3.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter of this 
SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to the National Trust, and therefore have not 
been the subject of any discussions between the parties. As such, those matters can be 
read as agreed, only to the extent that they are either not of material interest or relevance 
to the National Trust. 

1.3.3 All documents referenced in this SoCG are given a reference APP-x.x/y or AS-xx/y.  In these 
references the ‘APP’ or ‘AS’ number refers to the number given to documents as presented 
in the Examination library, available on the Planning Inspectorate website here: 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/west-midlands/m54-to-m6-link-
road/?ipcsection=docs. The latter number ‘y’ is the document number for documents as 
labelled on their covers by Highways England.  
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3 Issues 

3.1 Introduction and General Matters 

3.1.1 This chapter sets out the ‘issues’ which are agreed, not agreed, or are under discussion 
between The National Trust and Highways England. 

3.1.2 The progress note submitted by the Planning Inspectorate on the 20 July 2020 under 
Section 88 of the Planning Act 2008 (as amended) and Rules 5 and 17 of the Infrastructure 
Planning (Examination Procedure) Rules 2010, sets out in Annex B the Examining 
Authority’s (ExA) ‘Initial Assessment of Principle Issues’. In Annex C the Planning 
Inspectorate sets out a list of SoCG that the ExA request the Applicant to enter into with a 
number of parties including the National Trust. 

3.1.3 The ExA requested the SoCG between the National Trust and the Applicant to cover the 
following issues: 

• The effect on the setting of Moseley Old Hall (Issue ref. NT-01). 

• Effects on Whitgreaves Wood (Issue ref. NT-02). 

• The need for and means of securing mitigation actions (Issue ref. NT-03). 

 






















